March 14, 2017

Department of Education announced
that the average U.S. high school grad-
uation rate is 83 percent, while the
graduation rate for students in CTE
concentrations is higher than 90 per-
cent. Eighty-one percent of high school
dropouts say real-world learning oppor-
tunities would have kept them in
school. CTE programs prepare students
for fulfilling careers in a number of
high-growth, skill-intensive industries
including information technology;
science, technology, engineering and
math; human services; transportation;
and architecture and construction,
among others. Through a combination
of academic enrichment and job-spe-
cific training, CTE programs are devel-
oping postsecondary and workforce-
ready graduates equipped to meet the
needs of employers in current and
emerging industries.

The Carl D. Perkins Career and Tech-
nical Education Act is a major source
of Federal support for the development
of career and technical skills among
secondary and postsecondary students.
Last reauthorized in 2006, the Carl D.
Perkins Career and Technical Edu-
cation Act needs to be modernized to
meet the demands of the 2lst-century
workforce and ensure that students
have access to the highest-quality CTE
programs.

This is why I am pleased to introduce
with my colleagues, Senator PORTMAN,
Senator BALDWIN, and Senator YOUNG,
the Educating Tomorrow’s Workforce
Act, which would amend the Carl D.
Perkins Career and Technical Edu-
cation Act to raise the quality of CTE
programs. The bill allows States and
localities to use Perkins grant funding
to establish CTE-focused academies.
The legislation defines what con-
stitutes a rigorous CTE curriculum and
requires Perkins grant recipients to in-
corporate key high-quality elements in
their programs including credit-trans-
fer opportunities; academic and tech-
nical skills assessments; training tools
that align with today’s industries;
CTE-focused professional development
for teachers, administrators, and coun-
selors; and CTE curriculum alignment
with local, regional, and State work-
force demands. Additionally, the bill

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

improves links between high school
and postsecondary education to help
ease attainment of an industry recog-
nized credential, license, apprentice-
ship, or postsecondary certificate to
obtain a job in a high-demand career
field and promotes partnerships be-
tween local businesses and other com-
munity stakeholders to create path-
ways for students through work-based
learning opportunities.

I am proud to introduce this com-
monsense, bipartisan legislation to
raise quality and access to CTE pro-
grams so that students develop the
skills they need to meet the needs of
21st-century employers.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I have 6
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, March 14,
2017, at 10 a.m.

BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, March 14, 2017, at 10 a.m.,
in order to conduct a hearing entitled
“Reauthorization of the National
Flood Insurance Program, Part 1.”

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
in order to hold a hearing on Tuesday,
March 14, 2017, at 10 a.m. in room 366 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, March 14, 2017, at
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10 a.m., in 215 Dirksen Senate Office
Building, to consider the nomination of
Robert Lighthizer.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the 115th Congress of the
U.S. Senate on Tuesday, March 14, 2017
at 2:30 p.m., in room SH-219 of the Sen-
ate Hart Office Building to hold a
CLOSED hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SURFACE TRANSPORTATION
AND MERCHANT MARINE INFRASTRUCTURE,
SAFETY, AND SECURITY
The Committee on Commerce,

Science, and Transportation is author-

ized to hold a meeting during the ses-

sion of the Senate on Tuesday, March

14, 2017, at 2:30 p.m., in room 253 of the

Russell Senate Office Building.

The Committee will hold a Sub-
committee Hearing on ‘“‘Continuing to
Improve Truck Safety on our Nation’s
Highways.”

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH
15, 2017

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday,
March 15; further, that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; finally, that following
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
executive session as under the previous
order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent
that it stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:10 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, March 15, 2017, at 9:30 a.m.
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